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August 3, 1900 1956 

that locality, the statement is made that yellow fever had existed exten- 
sively in the city of Alajuela for more than one year without any effort 
on the part of the authorities to check the epidemic, and this assertion 
being not only incorrect but detrimental to the credit of the national 
and local authorities, who always exert the utmost care without consii- 
eration of the expenses necessary to promote and maintain good sani- 
tary conditions, I am instructed to bring to your attention the following 
official publications : 

Eeport of Drs. Calneck, Cortes, and Aguilar, who were commissioned 
to study the nature of the fever when its presence was discovered in 
Alajuela, August, 1899. 

A decree enforcing the system of prevention and treatment adopted 
by the faculty of medicine and the local board of health. 

Report of the Inspector of Hygiene, November 4, 1899. 

Final report of the Inspector of Hygiene, February 24, 1900. 

These documents plainly show that the authorities, both national and 
local, were very active aud most successful in their work to stamp out 
entirely the disease from Alajuela. 

In regard to Port I.iinon, Dr. Thomas almost invariably states in his 
weekly reports that the sanitary conditions there and in the surrounding 
country are very good. The Government of Costa Rica has expended 
over $1,000,000 in various works to improve the sanitary conditions of 
that port, and in the same way all parts of the country are always 
cared for. 

Respectfully, I. B. Caloo. 

The Surgeon General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, July 26, 1900. 

Sir : Referring to the letter of the 18th instant from his excellency, 
the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, in 
which he takes exception to the published statement made by Acting 
Asst. Surg. J. G. Thomas,* United States Marine-Hospital Service, to 
the effect that no attempt had been made by the authorities to suppress 
the yellow fever in the city of Alajuela, I have to state that the letter 
of the minister will be published in the Public Health Reports, 
and that a letter has been addressed to Acting Assistant Surgeon 
Thomas, inclosing copy of the minister's letter, and his attention called 
to the reports of the official authorities. 

Respectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. S. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

CUBA. 

Reports from Cienfuegos, Casilda, and Santa Orus del Sur — The case of 
yellow fever on the Sedgwick. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, July 23, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended July 21, 
1900, 21 deaths have occurred in this city, 2 from malaria, 4 from intes- 
tinal diseases, and 3 from tuberculosis. Two deaths occurred in the civil 
hospital. No contagious diseases exist in the city. Death rate for the 
week, 27. 33. Fourteen vessels were entered at this port during the week. 
Twelve vessels were cleared for other ports during the week. 

No alien steerage passengers were landed at this port during the 
week. The following is a brief summary of the case of Private 
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Brennan, Tenth United States Infantry, who was removed from the 
U. 8. A. transport Sedgwick and sent to the detention camp under sus- 
picion of having yellow fever : 

Admitted to ship's hospital on the afternoon of the 17th instant, had 
some fever, face flushed, injected conjunctiva. On the following morn- 
ing case was isolated and when seen by me at inspection of vessel 
patient had signs of ordinary fever ; however, I instructed the ship'.s 
surgeon to hold the patient aboard. 

The band and one battalion of the Tenth Infantry and 2 patients in 
hospital were disembarked and sent to Eowell Barracks. 

On the following morning the appearance of the patient had materi- 
ally changed, the conjunctiva and skin had become decidedly icteric, 
the gums were spongy and bled on moderate pressure, and while the 
temperature remained in the neighborhood of 38.3° C. to 40° C, the 
pulse had suddenly dropped to 72 or 74. Test for albumen was nega- 
tive and has continued to be so. Case was removed to the detention 
camp and there isolated under the charge of Acting Asst. Surg. J. M. 
Lindsley, who took with him L attendant and 1 cook. 

Ship's hospital and adjacent parts of the vessel were disinfected with 
sulphur and bichloride immediately after removal of the patient, the 
vessel sailing that evening for New York. 

A blood examination was made at the first opportunity, but it was 
impossible to discover any malarial parasites. 

Patient has done very well (the disease being of a very mild type) and 
he is reported as having a normal temperature this morning. 

I have notified the post surgeon at Bowell Barracks of the diagnosis 
in the case and have advised that a careful examination be made of all 
soldiers presenting themselves for treatment. 

This case was so promptly isolated on board the transport that there 
was no chance of any other person becoming infected, and I do not look 
for any more than this singly case. 

A full clinical report will be submitted later. 

Casilda. — Dr. Alejandero Cantero reports 11 deaths in the city of 
Trinidad during the past week. No contagious diseases reported. 
Inspected 5 vessels during the week. 

Santa Cruz del Sur. — Dr. Juan B. Xiques reports no deaths in that 
port during the week. No contagious diseases reported. Inspected 4 
vessels during the week at that port. 

The following baggage has been handled at this port during the week : 
Ten pieces disinfected, 75 pieces inspected and passed, 37 health certifi- 
cates have been issued to passengers to other ports in Cuba and the 
United States. The steamship J. Jover Serra was disinfected previous 
to departure for New Orleans. 

Eespectfully, P. B. Trotter, 

Assistant Surgeon, XJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, July 28, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the report of the transactions of this 
station for the week ended July 21., 1900. 

Yellow fever seems now to be general and widely spread over the 
city. During the week there were 9 deaths from the disease, 3 of whom 
were Americans and 6 Spaniards. 
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